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Mr. H. H. Druce on new 


XXXV] IT. — Descriptions of some new Genera and Species of 
West- Afr ican Lycaenidae. By Hamilton H. Druce, F.E.S. 

Amongst a large collection of butterflies lately obtained I 
find the two following apparently undescribed species of 
Lycaenidae; and as they do not seem to me to be properly 
referable to any known genera, I venture to describe them. 
The collection contains a good series of both. I also include 
descriptions of two genera for two well-known West- African 
Lycsenidae which cannot now be referred to their original 
genera, viz. Myrina and Hypolyccena . 

Hypomyrina, geu. nov. 

Allied to Hypolyccena ; costa more arched and outer margin 
more rounded, and with an additional subcostal nervule, which 
is emitted rather beyond the middle of the third. Hind wing 
with the lobe distinct and more produced, and with one short 
linear tail on the lower median nervule. Palpi with the 
terminal joint long, slender, and pointed, almost as long as 
second ; legs normal. 

There are no secondary sexual characters. 

Type Myrina nomenia , Hewitson. 

We have specimens of this species as noted by Mr. Kirby 
(Hew. 111. Hiurn. Lep., Lycam., Supp. p. 26) from Sierra 
Leone and Lagos, together with the typical form ; and I find 
that a good series shows very slight variation and they will 
probably prove to belong to a distinct species. 

Hypokopelates, gen. nov. 

Allied to Hypomyrina , having the venation much the 
same, but with the terminal joint of the palpi much shorter 
and with secondary sexual characters. The lobe very small 
and one short linear tail on the lower median nervule. 

Type Hypolyccena merely Hewitson. 

Kopelates, gen. nov. 

Allied to Hypokopelates , but with the first subcostal nervule 
bent towards the costal nervure and distinctly touching it for 
some considerable distance. Palpi : second joint long and 
robust, terminal joint very small. Head very large ; antennas 
rather long, very slender, with rather lengthened abrupt club. 

Type Kopelates lirguta , mihi. 
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Kopelates virgaia , sp. n. 

S . Upperside jet-black, with all the veins and inner and 
outer margins of fore wing and outer margin of hind wing 
very narrowly bordered on both sides with bright greenish 
ultramarine-blue, the costal margin of fore wing being 
black at the base and of hind wing rather broadly black from 
the base to the apex. The space between the lower median 
nervule and the submedian nervure on hind wing blue, as 
above. Cilia of fore wing black, of hind wing silvery grey 
outwardly bordered with black. Lobe very small, black, with 
a minute dark red spot and some lighter blue scales over (in 
some specimens this red spot is entirely replaced by black) . 
Tail black, with white tip. The brand near base on hind 
wing is very small, creamy white, with yellowish centre and 
above the cell. 

Underside greyish emerald-green, shiny, with a rather 
narrow, irregular, slightly darker band, bordered on both sides 
with whitish, rather beyond the middle, common to both wings, 
very faint on the costa, and gradually becoming more distinct 
where it is much angulated on the anal margin of hind wings, 
where also its whitish borders are more distinct. Lobe with 
a large black spot with some orange scales over j a silvery- 
blue patch between the lower median nervule and the sub- 
median nervure, and a black spot between the two lower 
median nervules. A narrow black marginal line from the 
lobe nearly to the apex, bordered inwardly with white. A 
rather broad, indistinct, whitish line between the band and 
spots at the anal angle reaching about as far up as the black 
marginal line. Cilia of fore wing green, of hind wing green 
at apex, but silvery grey bordered with black towards anal 
angle. A short band at end of cell in both wings. 

? . Upperside uniform dull greyish brown with the lobe 
bright orange. 

Underside as in male, but much paler, and with the band 
yellowish near the anal margin, and the black spot between 
the lower median nervules much larger and strongly bordered 
inwardly with yellow. 

Head and thorax blackish. Abdomen of male covered with 
blue scales, of female brown above, whitish below. Palpi 
white, with black tips. Legs black and white. 

Expanse, J ? 1£ inch. 

H ab. Sierra Leone. Mus. Druce. 

This species is not nearly allied to anything with which I 
am acquainted. The beautiful shining green on the underside 
appears only in perfect specimens, as several which are some- 
what worn have nearly lost it and are almost greyish brown. 
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Pilodeudorix, gen. nov. 

Allied to Bapala , Moore, from which it differs in the much 
more triangular fore wings (the apex being more pointed 
and the interior margin shorter), by the anal fold being much 
more enlarged, and by having a long pencil of hairs attached 
to the hind wing between the lower median nervule and the 
submedian nervure near the base. The terminal joint of the 
palpi is longer and stouter, and the antennm also are longer 
and more gradually clavate. 

Type Pilodeudorix barbatus , mihi. 

The patch of hairs on the inner margin of fore wing and 
the scaly patch on hind wing are both small. 

Pilodeudorix barbatus , sp. n. 

cJ. Upperside: fore wing jet-black, partially covered with 
large ultramarine-blue scales, viz. from the base between the 
costal and median nervure nearly to the apex, and from the 
base beneath the lower median nervule to the interior angle, 
leaving the outer half of the inner margin black; a few blue 
scales close to the outer margin between the median nervules. 

Hind wing jet-black, paler on the costal margin ; blue scales 
in the cell ; a distinct, rather lighter blue streak from the 
base to the outer margin, sharply bordered by the lower 
median nervule and the submedian nervures. The anal fold 
pure white from the base, merging into greyish above the 
lobe, which is very small and contains a dull red spot. A 
very narrow black marginal line from the apex to the lobe. 
The pencil of hairs which is attached to the wing near the 
base being jet-black, about the length of the body, and falling 
over the white anal fold. Cilia of fore wing black, of hind 
wing silvery grey, more especially towards the anal angle ; a 
short black linear tail, tipped with white, on the lower median 
nervule. 

Underside rather dark greyish brown, with slightly darker 
bands inwardly and outwardly edged with greyish white. 
Fore wing : a short broad band at the end of the cell, and 
beyond the middle, commencing below the costal margin, 
a rather broader band, gradually tapering off towards the 
inner margin, the lower half being placed closer to the base ; 
a rather large black oblong band near the base just below the 
median nervure, and below that a shining whitish space and 
a small tuft of black hairs attached to the inner margin. 
Hind wing with a short band about the middle of the cell, 
and beyond that, commencing about the centre of the costal 
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margin and ending about the middle of the inner margin, a 
much broken irregular band ; beyond this from the apex to 
the anal angle a faint greyish line bent inwards on account 
of a rather large black spot inwardly bordered with orange 
between the two lower median nervules ; a faint submarginal 
line and a narrow black marginal line inwardly bordered with 
pure white. The lobe black, with a few bluish scales and an 
orange patch above. 

Head white between the eyes ; thorax and abdomen blackish 
above, with blue scales. Abdomen creamy white below ; legs 
black, with white spots. Antennee black, annulated with 
white. Palpi white, with black tips. 

Expanse 1-1£ inch. 

Hab . Sierra Leone. Mus. Druee. 

Although the collection contains about forty specimens 
there are no females amongst them. 

The spot between the nervules on underside of hind wing 
is frequently annulated with orange, and several specimens 
have a distinct white ringed spot in the cell of fore wing 
below, but on one wing only. 


XXXIX. — The History of a Long forgotten British 
Lithobius. By R. I. Pocock. 

In many, if not most, zoological groups there is an unfortu- 
nately large category of species which are tacitly ignored by 
more modern authors and consigned to oblivion by their 
common consent. For this neglect there is generally ample 
excuse, the excuse being often traceable to absence of locality 
for the typical specimen, or more often to some errors or 
omissions committed by the writer who first described the 
species. To rescue such a species from its fate is always 
gratifying, and the task is rendered still more so when it 
incidentally adds fresh and interesting facts to the history of 
the species by shedding unexpected light upon its synonymy, 
distribution, or structural variability. 

Such species arc Lithobius pilicornis and L. Sloanei of 
Newport. The first-named was originally described on p. 96 
vol. xiii. of this Magazine, but subsequently and more fully on 
p. 369 of vol. xix. of the Trans. Linn. Soc., this last descrip- 
tion being repeated in the 1 Catalogue of the Myriopoda in 
the British Museum. 7 Immediately following the first 
description of the species is the description of the second, Ij . 


